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Dea
r citizen, we need m

ore than your opinion.

Another perspective on (digital) participation by Andries Geerse from WeLoveTheCity
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THE VOTER

THIS IS HOW IT STARTS

THE POLITICIAN
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THE OFFICIALS

AFTER ELECTIONS

THE POLITICIAN

UP FOR 
RESULTS!
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AFTER 2 YEARS
PLEASE 
SPEED UP!

THE INVESTORS THE CONSULTANTS

THE RESEARCHERS
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WHAT SELDOM HAPPENS

THE COMMUNITY

CAN YOU 
HELP US?
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THE CITIZENS TOOLBOX

TO MOBILIZE THE COMMUNITY

TO CRITICALLY REFLECT

TO COME UP WITH GREAT IDEAS

TO COLLECT AND VERIFY DATA 

TO BUILD UP KNOWLEDGE

TO UNLOCK LAND

TO INVEST IN YOUR CITY

TRADITIONAL PARTICIPATION 
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Kolenkitbuurt, Amsterdam

The first building is demolished

    KOLENKITBUURT, AMSTERDAM

TO MOBILIZE THE COMMUNITY 

We have to get used to urban communities in our 
cities which don’t naturally trust government and its 
procedures. Its crucial to connect to informal leaders 
who are able to bridge the gap to both sides.
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    PLANTJEVLAG, NIJMEGEN

TO CRITICALLY REFLECT / TO COME UP WITH GREAT IDEAS 

We have to pay more attention to practically skilled 
citizens who are often overlooked. However, they are 
able to bridge the gap between abstract policy goals and 
realistic solutions.
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TO COLLECT AND VERIFY DATA / TO BUILD UP KNOWLEDGE

We have to admit that government is a good willing 
dementia patient. To avoid the same mistakes, you need 
citizens to bridge the gap between experiences in the 
past, present and future.

    SMARTICIPATE, HAMBURG, ROME & LONDON 
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TO UNLOCK LAND / TO INVEST IN YOUR CITY

Citizens and small and medium sized entrepeneurs 
prefer to invest locally and regionally but nobody ask 
them to do so. Bridging the gap? Government, reduce 
your financial burden and just ask!

    HAVENKWARTIER, DEVENTER
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FULL POWER AHEAD 
IN HESSEN!

FULL POWER AHEAD 
IN HESSEN!

FULL POWER AHEAD 
IN HESSEN!


